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Application No. 

09/704,379 


Applicant(s) 

BISHOP ET AL. 


Examiner 

JAGDISH N. PATEL 


Art Unit 

3693 





~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . ^ This communication is responsive to RCE filed 5/27/08 . 

2. lEI The allowed claim(s) is/are 2-10.15.16.19.21-25.38.53-58 and 61-64 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) Dan b)nSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. O Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. ^ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) ^ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date current . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

6. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 



Attachment(s) 

1 . □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3. □ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 

Paper No./Mail Date 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of Biological Material 



5. n Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-413), 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

7. O Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8. ^ Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9. □ Other . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is in response to amendment filed 5/14/08. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 5/14/08 has been entered. 

Drawings 

3. New corrected drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1 . 121(d) are required in this 
application because the original drawings on records are informal , hand drawn, and containing 
markings. Applicant is advised to employ the services of a competent patent draftsperson 
outside the Office, as the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office no longer prepares new drawings. 
The corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. The requirement for corrected drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Response to Amendment 



4. Claims 6-10, , 9-11, 15, 19, 21, 25, 38, 53, and 57 have been amended. Claims 2-10, 15- 
16, 19, 21-25, 38, 53-58, 61-64 have been allowed. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 2-10, 15-16, 19, 21-25, 38, 53-58, 61-64 are allowed. 

Closest Prior Art and Reasons for Allowance 

6. The claimed invention(s) pertain to a system and method for facilitating commercial 
transactions between remote individuals as in the case of transactions between users of 
distributed computer network. 

The following prior art analysis and reasons for allowance applies to all allowed claims. 

Walker et al. (US 5,794,207) discloses a system whereby an offer to buy is distributed to 
a number of suppliers for consideration. Specifically, the Walker system enables a buyer to 
submit a binding purchase offer globally to potent/al sellers. The binding purchase offer defines 
the price and other terms that the buyer would find acceptable. The binding purchase offer is 
submitted along with the buyer's credit card number to a central processor which verifies 
whether the buyer has a sufficient credit balance to cover a purchase at the buyer defined price. 
The binding purchase offer is then searchable by any number of sellers who may accept a 
binding purchase offer. The credit card of the buyer is charged for the amount of the purchase 
and the seller provides the item or service to the buyer. 

Gopinathan (US 6,330,546) discloses an automated system for detecting fraudulent 
transactions through implementation of Predictive models. Specifically, the Gopinathan system 
uses historical data relating to known high risk and low risk transactions in relation to a number 
of financial account holders to create risk models. When a request is received from a transacting 
entity (e.g., a clothing store), the Gopinathan system evaluates the transaction parameters against 
a risk model corresponding to the account holder's profile type. Transaction parameters may 
include, for example, transaction amount, transaction entity location, transaction time, elapsed 
time between transactions, and the like. 

Walker et al. (US 6,108,639) discloses a system that is very similar to that of Walker 
'207 patent the system is directed primarily toward the trade of coUectables. As disclosed by 
Walker '639 the trade of coUectables over online commerce is unique in that the precise 
condition of the collectable is unknown to the buyer. Therefore, in order to apply the binding 
purchase offer. Walker '639 discloses a third-party dealer/authenticator who receives a 
collectable from the seller when a binding purchase offer has been accepted. The 
dealer/authenticator determines whether the collectable meets the conditional criteria defined 
within the binding purchase offer. If the dealer/authenticator confirms the coUectable's condition, 
then the binding purchase is invoked causing the credit card of the buyer to be debited,, an 
account of the seller to be credited, and the collectable to be shipped to the purchaser. 
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Ronning et al. (PGPub 2005/0154676) generally discloses an electronic commerce 
system configured to detect fraud during electronic commerce transactions. Specifically, the 
Ronning system determines the likelihood that an electronic purchase order is fraudulent based 
on information relating to prior attempted purchases using information in the order form. The 
Ronning system determines whether or not to accept a purchase order by comparing the 
information in an order to information from various databases such as, for example, a commerce 
database, a credit card fraud database, and summary database. If commonality is found between 
the order and any of the information from the databases, then the Ronning system may decline 
the purchase transaction. If, however, the order is found to represent a low risk, then the Ronning 
system executes the transaction as is common in the art (e.g., transmit a credit card authorization 
to a card issuer system, receive authorization, provide access to enable the customer to download 
the purchased digital material, receive payment from a clearinghouse associated with the card 
issuer). 

Claims 2-10. 15-16. 19. 21-25. 38. 53-58. 61-64: 

The closet prior discussed above fails to teach, suggest or render obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention a method, system or apparatus wherein a financial account 
issuer which comprises a processing engine performs at least the following: 

(i) receiving at the financial account issuer a first application for a first financial account 
from a first party, the first application including first transaction management information 
relating to facilitating transaction management between the first party and a second party; 

(ii) creation at the financial account issuer of a first financial account associated with the 
first party by analyzing the first financial account information; 

(iii) receiving at the financial account issuer funds from the first party and crediting funds 
to first financial account; 

(iv) determining at the financial account issuer that the first party is eligible to participate 
in the transaction management based on the fraud risk analysis of the first party; 

(v) facilitating at the financial account issuer registration of the first party to participate in 
the transaction management of at the financial account issuer, wherein the registration includes a 
first party identifier for identifying the first party for the transaction management; 

(vi) receiving at the financial account issuer a second application for a second financial 
account from the second party, the second application including second transaction management 
information relating to facilitating transaction management between the first party and the 
second party; 

(vii) creation at the financial account issuer of a second financial account associated with 
the second party by analyzing the second financial account information; 

(viii) determining at the financial account issuer that the second party is eligible to 
participate in the transaction management based on the fraud risk analysis of the second party; 
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and 

(ix) facilitating at the financial account issuer registration of the second party to 
participate in the transaction management of at the financial account issuer, wherein the 
registration includes a second party identifier for identifying the second party for the transaction 
management. 

In summary, the prior art of record fails to teach, suggest or render obvious a financial 
account issuer which integrates the functions of a commercial transaction as outlined above 
which include but not limited to creation of first and second financial accounts associated with a 
first, receipt of funds from the first party to be credited to the first financial account, risk 
analysis of the first and second party to determine their eligibility and subsequent purchase 
transaction processing based upon these process steps all performed at the finance account issuer. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JAGDISH PATEL whose telephone number is (571) 272-6748. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 800AM-630P1V1 Mon-Tuc and Thu, 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, KRAMER JAMES A can be reached on (571)272-6783. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this apphcation or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an apphcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/JAGDISH N PATEL/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3693 



